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Community Food Advocates
Our mission is to ensure all New 
Yorkers have access to healthy, 
affordable, culturally-  
appropriate foods through 
equity-centered, high-impact 
public policy.

Access to quality food is an 
essential human right. Lack of 
access is an income equity issue 
compounded by systemic racial 
and gender-based barriers.



Pandemic EBT (P-EBT)

A food benefit for students



What is Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) 

● Covers cost of missed school meals while 
students learn remotely

● Federal program
● State administered - each state gets a plan 

approved



P-EBT is for all NYC public school students

● Regardless of income or immigration status

● Automatically issued

● No application or documentation 

● Does not affect eligibility for other benefits or public 

charge status



Last School Year (Spring 2020) Status

● $420 for March-June ($5.70 / day for 74 days)

● Distributed to either: 

○ Existing EBT or Medicaid CBIC card

○ New P-EBT card

● Benefits have been distributed. Still time to resolve 

issues.



2020-2021 School Year - When?

There will be two main distributions of P-EBT funds:

● Distribution 1 (expected to start in June) covers 
September 2020–March 2021.

● Distribution 2 (expected to start later in late summer/early 
fall) covers April–June 2021.

**Please note that all timing is approximate and subject to change**



2020-2021 School Year - How much?

● Amounts will depend on mode of learning 

○ $82 / month that the student’s predominant mode of 
learning was hybrid, or blended

○ $132 / month that the student’s predominant mode of 
learning was fully remote

● Example: Blended learning for all 10 months would 
receive $820 ($82 x 10 months)



2020-2021 School Year - How?

When possible, it will go to existing cards:
● The same card the student received the spring 2020 P-EBT 

benefit if last spring’s P-EBT benefit was redeemed on that card.

● An existing EBT card (such as a card a family has for SNAP or 
public assistance) that hasn't been used for P-EBT before, for 
students new to the school system this school year.



2020-2021 School Year - How?

A new P-EBT card may be mailed. This is for students who: 
● are new to the school system this year and not currently enrolled in 

SNAP or public assistance

● received their spring 2020 P-EBT on an existing SNAP and/or public 
assistance EBT card or Medicaid CBIC but are no longer enrolled in 
those programs; or

● received their spring 2020 P-EBT on a separate P-EBT card but did 
not redeem the benefit.



What do do now

● Hold on to your P-EBT card from last year!
● If you lost or discarded your card, request a replacement 

by calling EBT Customer Service at 1-888-328-6399

The State is issuing P-EBT to over 2 million students, and it 
will take time for the full amounts to reach all eligible 
students. 



What’s next for P-EBT?

● For 2020-2021 school year, P-EBT was expanded to include 
some children in child care settings who are enrolled in SNAP 
and impacted by closures (ages 0-5)

● Summer P-EBT for NYC public school students

● We will know more soon! 

Stay tuned at bit.ly/CFAPEBT - info sessions and updated 
resources to come

The State P-EBT Helpline Number: 1-833-452-0096



If you haven’t received P-EBT for Spring 2020

Email us: info@foodadvocates.org
● Student name
● School
● Date of birth
● Address(es)

mailto:info@foodadvocates.org


What can you buy with P-EBT?

• Dairy products
• Bread
• Grains
• Cereals
Bit.ly/SNAPfoods

WHERE:  
Bit.ly/SNAPstores

NYC Greenmarkets
Health Bucks



QUESTIONS?



Free School Meals for All

Meals served across NYC since March 2020 



Free School Meals for All

Students learning 
in school

Children and their 
families

Everyone



Free School Meals for All 

● Monday - Friday, 9am-12pm and/or 3pm-5pm

● Pick up from any school serving meals

● No ID, documentation, or registration required

● 3 meals per day / pick up for multiple days

● Pick up for everyone in household



Find a Meal Site

Map and more info: 
bit.ly/FindFoodNYC

Text 'NYC Food' or ‘NYC Comida’ 
to 877-877 to find a site near you







Summer 2021

● Summer Rising program sites will offer free 
breakfast, lunch, and snacks

● “Community meal” sites will continue (specific 
locations to be announced)

● More details to come...



QUESTIONS?



https://www.tc.columbia.edu/tisch/blog/news/school-food-focus-groups/



THANK YOU!

Abbie 
awatts@foodadvocates.org

For Pending Spring 2020 P-EBT food funds
info@foodadvocates.org 

mailto:awatts@foodadvocates.org
mailto:info@foodadvocates.org

